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abroad, we are all enriched. Farmers and
farmworkers have always exemplified the vir-
tues of patient hard work, of respect for the
land, with an understanding of our respon-
sibility as stewards of the Earth, of careful
management of limited resources, and of re-
siliency in the face of natural disasters.

On this day, I ask all Americans to consider
our reliance on agriculture—the farmers, sci-
entists, processors, shippers, grocers, and
others who spend their days providing us
with the basics of a good life.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution
36, has designated March 20, 1993, as ‘‘Na-
tional Agriculture Day’’ and has authorized
and requested the President to issue a procla-
mation in observance of this day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim March 20, 1993, as Na-
tional Agriculture Day. I urge the people of
the United States to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of March, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:25 p.m., March 22, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 24.

Announcement of Nomination for
Two Sub-Cabinet Posts
March 22, 1993

President Clinton announced today his in-
tention to nominate George Weise, the staff
director of the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee’s Subcommittee on Trade, to be Com-
missioner of the U.S. Customs Service, De-
partment of the Treasury; and Stephen
Kaplan, the former city attorney of Denver,
to be General Counsel for the Department
of Transportation.

‘‘George Weise,’’ said the President, ‘‘is
one of this country’s leading experts on cus-
toms matters, with experience that few can

match. I am confident that he will work to
make the Customs Service a model of effec-
tiveness and efficiency.’’

‘‘As Denver’s city attorney,’’ the President
added, ‘‘Stephen Kaplan served Federico
Peña with unparalleled dedication and pro-
fessionalism. He will, I am sure, do no less
here in the Federal Government.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

The President’s News Conference
March 23, 1993

Russian Reforms and U.S. Economy

The President. Good afternoon. Before
taking your questions today I would like to
speak very briefly about some foreign and
domestic issues.

First, I want to reiterate that the United
States supports the historic movement to-
ward democratic political reform in Russia.
President Yeltsin is the leader of that process.
He is a democratically elected national lead-
er, indeed, the first democratically elected
President in a thousand years of Russian his-
tory. He has United States support, as do his
reformed government and all reformers
throughout Russia. At this moment, Russia
is in a constitutional and political crisis. Presi-
dent Yeltsin proposes to break the logjam by
letting the people of Russia decide on April
25th. That is an appropriate step in a democ-
racy. Our interest is to see that this process
unfolds peacefully.

We’re encouraged that President Yeltsin
is committed to defend civil liberties, to con-
tinue economic reform, to continue foreign
policy cooperation toward a peaceful world.
Russia is, and must remain, a democracy.
Democratic reform in Russia is the basis for
a better future for the Russian people, for
continued United States-Russian partner-
ship, and for the hopes of all humanity for
a more peaceful and secure world.

The United States has great responsibil-
ities abroad and at home. To meet these re-
sponsibilities, we must not only continue to
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